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The Newsletter of the Mariposa PineseJerseydale Fire Safe Committee

Message from the
Chairman

As chairman | would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all of you for supporting The
Mariposa Pines /Jerseydale Fire Safe Commit-
tee. We formed our committee in August of
2005 and we have been a very positive influ-
ence on our community from the very begin-
ning. Our core group does most of the heavy
lifting when it comes to getting things done
(you know who you are) and we have those
that have made very generous contributions to
help us meet our goals. We have raised over
forty-five thousand dollars and achieved non
profit status on both the State and Federal
level. We have built a temporary fire house at
the Jerseydale Fire Station that houses a Mari-
posa County Fire Engine. We have helped to
educate land owners about wild land fire pro-
tection and encouraged residents to reduce the
fuel load on their property. We have seen
some pretty impressive results. Thank you.
We could not have accomplished all this with-
out your efforts.

A special thank you goes to the U. S. Forest
Service and the Mariposa County Fire Safe
Council. Together they have worked on fire
breaks on federal land around our community
and we have had at least one chipping project
in our neighborhood because of their efforts.
Without the Jerseydale Fire Station we would
not have a place for our meetings or our tem-
porary fire house. Thank you for all that you
do.

If you are among those that have not attended
our meetings you are missing out. We have
had guest speakers and presentations from
Mariposa County Fire, the U.S. Forest Service,
Supervisor Bob Pickard, and Cal Fire to name
a few. When we completed our temporary fire

house you missed a celebration that included
Irma Lagutaris’ famous enchilada dinner.
Most of you have missed the pride and sense
of value that comes with participating in an
organization like this one. So please join us.
There are no fees. Just friends with a common
need; fire protection. We meet on the fourth
Wednesday of each month at the Jerseydale
Fire Station at 7:00 PM.

I would be remiss if | did not thank the con-
tractors that helped us with our firehouse.
They donated their time and equipment free
of charge. They are licensed contractors and
do quality work.

Russell Kish Excavating dug the trench for our
underground gas line. Russell has a small
excavator and a five yard dump truck that is
just perfect for the smaller jobs you want to
do. Call Russell Kish Excavating at 209-617-
1031. For landscape materials, property clean-
up, post holes and the like it’s Russell Kish.

McGuffy Plumbing installed the interior gas
line and our heater in the firehouse. James
McGuffy does all kinds of plumbing. Call
them at 209-966-6868 for all your plumbing
needs.

Be a PREEMPTIVE STRIKE FIRE FIGHTER.
By reducing the fuel load on your property
you may be the one that saves your own home
during a wild land fire. The Fire Safe Council,
the U S Forest Service, Cal Fire and Mariposa
County Fire, have guide lines for protecting
your home. After burning season ends (for
me that is when they start to require permits) |
will still work on building burn piles to burn
during the winter. | cover them with plastic in
September and then | burn them when there is
snow on the ground or it is raining. | leave
small bushes that are not under the large trees
and remove them if they are under or near big
trees so they will not become fire ladders. In
our forest, | have to sweep off my roof about

three times a year. Itis a year around job, but
when the fire comes, | may be thanking myself
if my house survives and fire fighters will be
thankful as well. When fire comes, you do not
have the equipment or the skills the profes-
sionals have to fight fire. You will have to get
out. That preemptive strike you take ahead of
time can make all the difference in the world.

Best regards,

Dennis Lagitarus, Chairman

Message from the
Fund-Raising Chair

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

As many of you know, over the last several
years, the Mariposa Pines/Jerseydale Fire Safe
Committee has been working on getting a fire
station in our area. | cannot stress enough the
importance of having our own fire station
because it would literally cut the response
time in half. There are at least a few fire fight-
ers who live here in Mariposa Pines and that
would mean only a few minutes drive to the
fire station from their houses compared to the
10 to 15 minutes it now takes to get to the




Lushmeadows fire station. Ultimately the sta-
tion in our area will be considered a "satellite"
station of Lushmeadows Co. 29. An extremely
generous land donation deal is in the works,
but the MP/JFSC needs funds to build the
actual building to house an engine.

You are probably also aware that the MP/JFSC
has done several fund raising events in order
to raise money for the building of a fire station
here. This year an enchilada dinner and raffle,
“La Fiesta Mexicana,” are being planned for
June 27 to be held at the Bootjack Fish and
Game Hall. While it is still in the beginning
planning stages | would like to invite every-
one to help out in any way they can. A few
years ago we had an enchilada dinner that
was quite successful because so many people
were so very helpful and generous with their
time and effort. Hopefully we can achieve a
similar level of success this time. The more
people we can get to contribute, the more fun
it will be for all! Even a small amount of time
and effort will be greatly appreciated, as there
is no job too small in this effort. We will not be
asking for monetary contributions, but an
hour or two of your time the day of the dinner
and possibly some elbow grease the few days
before to help with food preparations.

On March 11 we had a meeting to get things
going on the enchilada dinner. It was set that
the event will be on Saturday, June 27,
4:00-8:00 pm. Dinner tickets will cost $10 and
will include a choice of chicken, pork or
cheese enchiladas, rice, beans and water or
soda. Beer will also be available for a sug-
gested donation of $2. Along with the dinner
there will be an ice cream stand and raffle
prizes. We will work in two hour shifts with
crew leaders who will be working the whole
time. Crew leaders will be responsible for re-
cruiting their own people, and there is always
room for extra help in all areas. Those areas
include set up of tables and chairs etc, decorat-
ing, floor people (cashiers, bus people, hosts,
raffle sales), food preparation, food serving,
and clean up. If this sounds like a lot of work,
you're right! But with enough people and or-
ganization, things will go relatively smooth.
There are one or two areas that were not men-
tioned in the above list, and those are the areas

that need everyone's help. They are pre-event
ticket sales and the acquisition of raffle prizes.

If you know of a few generous business peo-
ple in the community or elsewhere who
would be willing to donate something, don't
be shy about asking! As far as pre-event ticket
sales go, it was decided at the meeting that the
week-end of the Butterfly Festival, May 2 & 3,
will be the official kick-off for ticket sales. We
have permission from the BF committee to set
up a table at the Art Park, but as of now, we
don't know where. If the tickets get printed
soon enough before that week-end, of course
ticket sales can always start sooner, but the BF
s a prime place and time to get a good start.

tributed to the success of our effort will be
rewarding at the very least. At the most, | per-
sonally can't even begin to describe the pride
that I've felt knowing that I've helped in my
way to someday see that fire station be built
with an engine to go inside of it! So please,
when you are contacted, think about that this
is @ means to a very important end, and that |
personally will be very appreciative of any
help that can be given.

If you have any questions, or would like to let
me know that you will be available, please call
me at 742-4614 or email lreslesl@sti.net

Sincerely yours,

Lorie Setterberg

Treasurer’s Report

The MariposaPines/Jerseydale Firehouse
Fund has received over $49,000 toward our
$125,000 goal which we adopted in 2005.

$24,582 was by way of direct donations from
property owners and other commuity groups
and individuals.

$ 8,336 was payments toward pledges of
$15,200 by property owners.

$12,259 was raised through our 4 yard sales in
2005, 2006, 2007 & 2008.

$4,048 was raised through our 2006 Fiesta
Enchilada Dinner.

$49,227 Total. Not quite half-way but a very
good start towards our goal.

Our main expense was $11,791 to purchase &
install the temporary Fire Truck shelter at the
Jerseydale Forest Station (we expect to recoup
a good portion of this cost by selling it to the
Forest Service when we build the new station).

Other expenses included : ($500) to register
with the IRS as a non-profit organization,
(%$900) for liability insurance, and misc. operat-
ing expenses including envelopes, postage, &
newsletters.

This leaves us, as of March 31, 2009, with a
current balance of $35,088 in the Fire House
Fund.

Lyman Tracy, Treasurer 2005-2009

MARIPOSA PINES = JERSEYDALE
FIRE SAFE COMMITTEE

7106 Snyder Ridge Road

Mariposa, California 95338

209-966-6487 ad@yosemite.net

About the Committee. The Mission of the Committee is to preserve
the natural and man-made resources in the Mariposa Pines/
Jerseydale Area by mobilizing the residents to make their homes and
neighborhoods fire safe. It is also the intent of the Committee to
acquire land, raise money and build a Firehouse/Community
Building for the good of the community. The Area covers all private
property from the intersection of Jerseydale Road and Triangle Road
north. Our General Meetings are held the fourth Wednesday of each
month at the Jerseydale Fire Service Station at 7:00 pm.
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